	
	
	[image: ]


Societies Council 
	Date: 
	17.02.26

	Time:
	5.00pm

	Location:
	N3.06 and Online


Minutes

	1.0
	1.1
	Present: Daniel Lawrence, Catherine Lymer, Lakshita (Chair), Joe Burrell, Dawn Hawkins (Miniatures), William Yates (Mooting), Amalie Croud (Boxing), Elisha Sunar (Nepalese), 
Akhil Charles (Indian), Lakshita (Indian) Josh Nunn (MT), Teddy Ramplin (Baking), Nico Sparks (LGBTQIA+), Daniel Johnson (Climbing), Freya Cheeseman (Paramedic Society), 
Connor Say (kpop), Eva Moran (kpop), Felix Galle (Aviation & DCES), Gerry Quartey (Christian Union), Sameer (President candidate), Olajesu Abai (Christian Union), James Wade (anime), Nathan Gillespie (comic), Taeha OTB (Game Dev), Lily Wood (MT), Finn Beaumont (BTAG), Michael Langley-Briggs (Blades), Laura Eustration (LGBTQIA+), Bolatito Daramola (African), Fleur Voerman (Blades), Ethan Fagg (Tennis)
	

	
	1.2
	In attendance: Sarah Nawaz, Will Deeley (Representation Team), Jean Marc Amagoua (President)
	

	
	1.3
	Apologies for Absence: 
	

	
	1.4
	Absent without apologies: 
	

	
	
	
	

	2.0
	
	Elections
	

	
	2.1
	Elected Officer:

· Candidates have been announced for the elected officer roles
· Societies may be approached by candidates asking for their endorsement
· If a society want to endorse a candidate, they need to approach the Representation team 
· An election will then be organised within the society membership for all candidates and any who receives over 50% of the votes will be officially endorsed
· This ensures that one candidate does not have an advantage over another
· Those standing in the elected officer and student trustee roles were invited to come and speak at today’s meeting
· Those who attended were given a minute to speak to attendees about their campaign

	WD

	
	2.2
	Committee:

· Can now view on the website which society members are standing for committee roles
· Some societies do not have anyone running, which will impact whether they can be a society next year
· If looking to do hustings/candidate question time, there needs to be a union member of staff present 
· If no-one votes there will be no committee, therefore no society
· Reminder that candidates can vote for themselves 
· Also that only those with an online membership at the time of nominations are allowed to vote
· Voting takes place the week beginning 2nd March. 

	DL

	
	
	
	

	3.0
	
	Discussion:
· How have you found your time as a committee member?
· Been challenging but worth the effort, one of those things where if you put the effort in, you will get a lot out
· Good to feel useful and have resources to help more, mental health resources could be better
· Found it rewarding but hard work
· Really fun, learn a lot of useful skills
· Being chair gave a lot of experience in working with multiple groups and mediating between them

· What can we do to improve support for committee members?
· Make all the information given during training available online so it can be referred to
· Would be useful to have DL at the first committee meeting to ensure it’s done correctly 
· Making sure that committee members aren’t the only way to get information to members and checking with members how they feel the committee is doing more often
· Having an online calendar for all society committees so it can be updated with what everyone is doing – Google Calendar
· Letting committee members know when a concussion test has been done

	LS
JB

	
	
	
	

	4.0
	
	Society Ratification
	DL

	
	
	· Any new societies that have been set up since last meeting have to be ratified and welcomed into the societies council
· New societies recently set up: African, BNU Hikers, Kingdom Connect, Pizza Pals and Society of Murderous Secrets
· Attendees were asked if they agree for them to join societies council – Yes, all ratified by council 

	

	
	
	
	

	5.0
	
	Accreditation  
	DL

	
	
	· Posted in committee chats the current status of each society
· Asked those in attendance how many were looking to do accreditation – 6/7 said they were
· Now have boards near North Wing lifts with the current accreditation status of each society
· If anything needs updated let him know
· Mid-year meetings: only had 9 of these and you need to have one to gain accreditation
· Accreditation is also needed to be in line for society of the year at union awards. 

	

	
	
	
	

	6.0
	
	Society Timetable Flyer
	DL

	
	
	· Will be doing the timetable flyer for March
· These flyers go up all over campus
· Let him know of any events or sessions so he can add it to the flyer
· Need to include the day, time and location
· Let him know by the end of this week. 

	

	
	
	
	

	7.0
	
	Society Videography
	JB

	
	
	· The union is looking to get more video footage of sessions to show what each society is about
· More up to date footage is needed
· It can be a short video showing who you are and what you do
· It will help promote the society and showcase what you are about
· Can be done on your phone in landscape 
· If you already have any footage send it over to DL
· The footage will be used for society mini sites and the union awards video

	

	
	
	
	

	8.0
	
	Newspaper Deadline – Monday 23rd February
	JB

	
	
	· The last newspaper of the year is due to be published on 2nd March
· Societies have been poor for writing articles this year
· Articles can be on anything you have coming up or a summary of what you have done so far
· Good way to promote your society

	

	
	
	
	

	9.0
	
	Union Awards Nomination
	JB

	
	
	· Nominations are now open and close on 15th March
· Awards available include society committee member of the year, RAG fundraiser of the year, volunteer of the year
· Also society of the year – but need to complete accreditation in order to be considered
· Can nominate yourself and your society 

	

	
	
	
	

	10.0
	
	Skills Show Reminder
	DL

	
	
	· Will be taking place at Stoke Mandeville Stadium
· BNU will be attending to try and recruit students and have asked societies if they want to attend
· If any societies are interested in attending let him know
· You will received £50 for attending

	

	
	
	
	

	11.0
	
	Equipment Cupboard
	DL

	
	
	· Reminder to put things back neatly and where they belong
· If putting anything temporarily in there, you need to let him know
· All societies have access to the cupboard and space is limited so important to keep it tidy
· If there is anything that needs getting rid of, let him know

	

	
	
	
	

	12.0
	
	Society Updates
	ALL

	
	
	· Paramedicine: have their CPR-athon on 3rd March. They will also be going to the local scouts and doing a charity hike with other universities in Scafell Pike. There will also be a blood bank coming to the university in July
· Blades HEMA: have their RAG fundraiser tomorrow. It will be a tournament and they have worked with cheerleading who will be putting on a halftime show
· BTAG: 24hr Game-athon taken place next week and everyone is welcome to join them
· Musical Theatre: will be performing at Rye View care home and have a musical movie marathon in March for their RAG fundraiser
· Aviation: have a guest speaker on 23rd February
· LGBTQIA+: Had Drag4RAG and raised £150. This month is LQBTQ history month and they are hoping to do a session on this. Also planning their annual trip to London

	

	
	
	
	

	13.0
	
	Any Other Business
	

	
	
	· Massage event on 4th March being held by the sports therapy department 
· Varsity 11th March: deadline for tickets approaching fast
· Grant funding: societies have not been spending their grant money so some of the money allocated will be spent elsewhere in the activities department

	

	
	
	
	

	14.0
	
	Date and Time of Next Meeting
	

	
	
	Tuesday 21st April 2026 at 5.00pm, Room N2.06 and Online
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