	
	
	[image: ]


Societies Council 
	Date: 
	20.01.25

	Time:
	5.00pm

	Location:
	N2.06 and Online


Minutes

	1.0
	1.1
	Present: Dan Lawrence, Joe Burrell, Catherine Lymer, James Wade (Anime and Comic), Fleur Voerman (Blades HEMA), Daniel Johnson (Climbing), Finn Beaumont (BTaG), Samson Van Wingerden (Miniature), Laura Eustration (LGBTQIA+), Nathan Gillespie (Comic), William Yates (Mooting), Noah Blanchard (Tennis), Max Long (Tennis), Nico Sparks (LGBTQIA+), Logan (Circus), Felix Galle (Aviation), Josh Nunn (MT), Leah Cook (Game Development),  Nancy Williams (Islamic/African), Abdullah Anfishi	 (Cyberspace), 
Angelina Clarke (Cyberspace), Grace Gallagher (Paramedics), Cole Williams (Boxing), Connor Say (K-Pop), Eva Moran (K-Pop), Teddy Ramplin (K-Pop), Jacob Davidson (Paramedics), Lily Wood (MT), Gerry Quartey (Christian Union), Callum Trengrove (Design), 
Bolatito Daramola (African Society), Dorcas Adeyemi (African Society)

	

	
	1.2
	In attendance: Sarah Nawaz, Kelly Wiles (Volunteering Coordinator) 
	

	
	1.3
	Apologies for Absence: 
	

	
	1.4
	Absent without apologies: 
	

	
	
	
	

	2.0
	
	RAG Week
	KW

	
	
	· Second RAG week of the year takes place next week
· Still time to take part but need to let her know this week
· Monday: rugby is doing darts for rag, and basketball will have a bake sale
· Tuesday: dance 4 RAG and in the evening UV volleyball
· Wednesday: donuts 4 RAG
· Thursday – pie a president, 
· Friday – headshots 4 RAG and drag 4 RAG

	

	
	
	
	

	3.0
	
	#BucksSUMoreThanABar
	JB

	
	
	· Currently taking place
· The aim of the campaign is find out what else the SU does other than a bar
· Part of union campaign and counts towards accreditation
· Cards handed out in meeting and available to take to next sessions societies hold
· Chance to win a cash prize

	

	
	
	
	

	4.0
	
	Elections
	DL

	
	
	· Nominations for next year’s committee open
· If you want society to continue next academic year, need committee positions filled
· Close on 13th Feb at noon
· To stand and vote you must have online membership and have attended a session by that date - that’s why filling registers is important 
· If you have different cohorts within your society, there can be vice chair role for each cohort to ensure the whole year is covered – let him know if want these positions
· Can only be students who will be here next year who can stand
· Try and get people who are active and do things, not just to fill positions 
· Also elected officers elections are taking place, all four roles are available
· Voting week is the first week of March

	

	
	
	
	

	5.0
	
	Interactive Task – Volunteering
	KW

	
	
	· Have noticed this year that students are not getting involved in volunteering and if they do, are not logging their basic hours
· Attending the meeting today to find out why
· Attendees in the room were asked to mix themselves up to discuss the following questions and feedback their answers

	

	
	
	What are your plans for volunteering in your society?

· Comic: are planning a comic con trip but members could get reduced priced tickets by completing a certain amount of volunteering hours
· Boxing: have looked at getting members to help at the club, by sorting kit, in the gym

	

	
	
	Are there any reasons why volunteering is/not happening?

· Most opportunities are during office hours and most students are in classes during that time
· In placements so don’t have the time
· Commuting from far so hard to get involved if it is not on the day when they are on campus
· Don’t have the motivation. Those who are not committee members don’t care about accreditation, join society for their own benefit rather than working to run the society 
· More incentive for sports clubs to do volunteering 
· As its for the society and not for personal benefits, there is no motivation 

	

	
	
	What are your ideas for sustainable volunteering?

· This is now based on UN goals so should be easier but feedback received is that you are still confused as to what it entails
· Have opportunities available, the garden is now available
· Needs to ensure any volunteering has an impact
· You can collab with others and choose areas you are interested in

	

	
	
	Why should you log volunteering hours?

· Current hours logged were shown
· Hours are not being logged 
· 150 society and 120 community are needed
· Shown during meeting how to log them on the website
· Some feedback received from members is that there are too many steps 
· If stuck come speak to staff 

	

	
	
	Do you know the importance of volunteering? 

· It is important for after university when applying for jobs as it sets you apart from other candidates
· It allows you to experience as much as you can in the real world
· If there is something you want to do and it is currently not available come speak to her

	

	
	
	
	

	6.0
	
	Accreditation  
	DL

	
	
	Mid – Year Meetings

· If not booked you need to book it in. 
· Helps to go through what you have done so far and see where you are 
· Need accreditation for society of the year at union awards

	

	
	
	Fundraising

· If you haven’t done anything for your society or RAG, speak to KW to see what you can do

	

	
	
	
	

	7.0
	
	Union Awards
	

	
	
	· Committee, society and volunteer of the year are all available as well as RAG fundraiser 
· Currently open for society of the year, there are no forerunners
· You can nominate yourself and your own society
· Nominations are open now and close on 15th March 

	

	
	
	
	

	8.0
	
	Society Updates
	

	
	
	· Islamic Society: are holding a fundraiser tomorrow, will be a mini carnival with games
· Blades HEMA: have a tournament on 18th February, please come and support
· Boxing: fight night coming up, societies are welcome to come and collab with them
· BTaG: 24hr gameathon on 26th February, let them know if you want to collab
· LGBTQIA+: Drag 4 RAG on 30th January
· African: have just formed and will be holding their first meeting on 13th February
· Paramedicine: now have their own merch. Have numerous events going on including visiting a sixth form and training at the fire station. Will be holding a CPRathon in March and holding sessions with the local scouts
· BLW: want to do a marathon to raise money for a charity in London. Have already held talks about this with the mayor of Wycombe. 

	

	
	
	
	

	9.0
	
	Any Other Business
	

	
	
	· Open Day: those who had a stall at the recent open day, get £10 into their fundraising account. There will be another open day in March if anyone is interested
· Society updates: do share in the committee chat
· Varsity: takes place on the 8th and 11th March. Is at home this year and tickets are currently on sale. 

	

	
	
	
	

	10.0
	
	Date and time of subsequent meetings: 
	

	
	
	Tuesday 17th February 2026 at 5.00pm, Room N3.06 and Online
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