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Societies Council 
	Date: 
	22.10.24

	Time:
	5.00pm

	Location:
	N2.06 and Online


Minutes

	1.0
	1.1
	Present: Dan Lawrence, Catherine Lymer, Fabian Moore (Podcast), Jessica Leach (BTaG), 
Trinity Baker (Womens Rugby), Cee Diop (ACS), Sophie Roberts (Kpop), Adelaide Manu (ACS), Tyrese Senior (Games Dev), Dee Whyte	(Musical Theatre), Zachary Worship (Alt Society), Ellie Willmott (Alt Society), Isabel Waugh (Blades HEMA), Daniel Charlton (Film Society), Fran Bridges (Boxing), Finn Beaumont (BTaG), Tania Little (Anime), Georgia Haynes (Musical Theatre), Fleur Voerman (Blades HEMA), Angelina Clarke (Cyberspace), 
Phoebe Zeonardi (Kpop), Michael Okoro (Christian Union), Lauren Milne	(LGBTQIA+, Psychology, MT), Keisha Russ (Film Society), Laura Eustration (Karate, LGBTQIA+), 
Asadullah Anfishi (Cyberspace), Dan Johnson (Climbing), Om Dhadwal (Aviation), Dipak Kandel (Aviation), Emma St Ledger (Midwifery), Roman Martinez (Aviation), Jaydon Wheeler (Comic, Podcast, MT), Peter Ashiagbor (Business and Law), Oliver Gee (Boxing), Owen Mustafa (Islamic Society), Richard-Sebastian Munteanu (Cyberspace)

	

	
	1.2
	In attendance: Sarah Nawaz
	

	
	1.3
	Apologies for Absence: Wren Sell
	

	
	1.4
	Absent without apologies: 
	

	
	
	
	

	2.0
	
	YES (Youth Enquiry Service)– Brandon Tester
	

	
	
	· YES is a service that offers free information and guidance to young people between 13 and 35
· Staff deal with a range of issues such as housing, education, mental health
· They offer free one-to-one counselling 
· YES are recruiting for volunteers to join their youth advisory board, if anyone is interested let him know
· Leaflets for the service were handed out. 

	

	
	
	
	

	3.0
	
	University Marketing Team – Katie Bona
	

	
	
	· Her role within the marketing team is to follow up on enquiries asking about studying at BNU and get them to enrol
· This year the team would like to work with the students’ union and societies
· They would like to promote societies and activities to prospective students to show what is available to them
· Would like societies to create more content showcasing what the societies are about and what it means to be a part of them
· This content can be videos, podcasts, social media posts
· The marketing team have some ideas but would like to hear from society members
· Please contact her or the marketing team if they would like to get involved. 

	

	
	
	
	

	4.0
	
	Society Council Chair - Vote
	DL

	
	
	· Societies council requires a chair to be elected
· The chair runs the meeting, working with staff to set the agenda
· This year the aim is for the chair to have more responsibility and communicate with societies to find out what they would like included in the meeting
· A message was sent to ask if anyone was willing to stand – only one person has put their name forward
· Attendees were asked if there was anyone wishing to stand – no takers
· The candidate for chair is Dee Whyte (Musical Theatre), who gave a brief explanation as to why she wants to be chair
· As written in the by-laws, a vote must take place with attendees given the option to vote for Dee Whyte or to re-open nominations (RON)
· There was one vote per society
· Dee Whyte voted in as societies council chair 

	

	
	
	
	

	5.0
	
	Congrats for Freshers Fair/Start of year
	DL

	
	
	· Well done for those who had stalls at freshers’ fair
· There were a lot of sign ups on the day and have already had some of these students join a society. 

	

	
	
	
	

	6.0
	
	Accreditation 
	DL

	
	
	· Forms were given to during committee training
· If you were unable to attend the training, come and see him and he will go through it
· If a society completes any accreditation, they need to let him know

	

	
	6.1
	Volunteering and Green Initiatives:

· There are numerous volunteering and green initiatives available on the what’s on page
· Next to each activity, there is logo which states what type of initiative it is
· Societies can also organise their own initiatives, come into the office and speak to staff

	

	
	6.2
	Fundraising – RAG and Society:

· It has been posted which societies will be doing their fundraising during the first term
· If you are one of those societies, speak to Kelly Wiles (Volunteering Coordinator) about what your society would like to do

	

	
	6.3
	Newspaper Articles:

· 2 newspapers have already been published 
· The deadline for the November newspaper is 28th October
· Any content needs to be at least 250 words and include a headline and images
· This should be sent over to the comms team


	

	
	6.4
	Registers:

· Should be completed within 24 hours of a session
· The full name and student ID needs to be included

	

	
	
	
	

	7.0
	
	New Society Ratification
	DL

	
	
	· When a new society is formed, the societies council must approve it
· Comic society is a society where anything comic related will be discussed, including books, films, games
· Comic Society – Approved by council

	

	
	
	
	

	8.0
	
	Grant Approval Form
	DL

	
	
	· Societies funding committee was held last week to discuss the grant forms already received.
· He has contacted each society to let them know the outcome
· Grant forms can still be submitted throughout the year
· Requests must be relevant and beneficial for the society as a whole
· Will set a date for when he will spend the money, will let societies know. 

	

	
	
	
	

	9.0
	
	Celebration Station
	DL

	
	
	· Has changed this year with new categories
· Community volunteer of the month – individual who has gone above and beyond in volunteering
· Innovative action of the month – for the club, society or individual who comes up with a unique and innovative ideas for fundraising, volunteering, engaging new members etc
· Performance of the month – for a club, society or individual that has performed well collectively or individually
· Committee member of the month – committee member who has gone above and beyond
· Will also be staff celebration and rep of the month
· Nominations can be done online or on paper
· Societies or individuals can self-nominate
· Will help in deciding nominations for union awards
· Nominations will be reviewed at the end of the month, with the winners being announced soon after. 

	

	
	
	
	

	10.0
	
	Society Updates
	

	
	
	· Opportunity for societies to provide updates to each other or request assistance
· Karate – will be doing a bake sale soon as well as a self-defence workshop
· BTaG – consoles have been added
· Kpop – are looking to do bracelet making for RAG, as well as plan trips to London and dance classes
· Business and Law – management fest is taking place this week, there will be a networking event this Saturday with local businesses
· Podcast – would like to work with other societies to produce content, promote their societies so please come and speak to them
· Musical Theatre – have their first performance on the 16th of November at the Christmas lights switch on
· Aviation – are hoping to have guest speakers, an alumni panel as well as planning trips

	

	
	
	
	

	11.0
	
	Movember
	WS

	
	
	· Wren Sell (Vice president achievement and belonging) unable to attend this meeting to update on Movember
· Any events/activities will be on the what’s on page

	

	
	
	
	

	12.0
	
	Any Other Business
	

	
	
	· Societies Timetable: posters have been put up around the university. This is another way to promote sessions and will be done each month. If there are any dates that need to be included let DL know.
· Drag 4 RAG: takes place on Friday. If you are able to help with the set-up, please let LGBTQIA+ society know. There will be games, prizes as well as performances. 
· What’s app: if societies want to reach out to each other or have a question, put it in the group
· Netball 4 RAG: societies can put together a team, it is not competitive and there are prizes available
· Tour – if any societies are interested, let CL know. It will be a trip to Spain and is an opportunity to meet up with other universities and take part in activities, day trips etc

	

	
	
	
	

	13.0
	
	Date and time of subsequent meetings: 
	

	
	
	Tuesday 19th November 2024 at 5.00pm, Room N2.06 and Online
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