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Union Council 
	Date: 
	15.01.26

	Time:
	5.00pm

	Location:
	S3.01 and Online


Minutes

	1.0
	1.1
	Present: Lucy Ryan, Will Deeley, Erin Cook, Joe Burrell, Jean Marc Amagoua, Bethany Jackson, Tristan Tipping, Daniel Pethericu, Alex Pavlopoulos, Jake Sims, Alexander Rowley, Ngan Ling Ng, Sameer Pathan, Nancy Williams, Rory McFadyen, Robert Freeman, Casey-Lynne Fuller, Charlotte Searle, Vash Bissessur, James Wade, Nico Sparks, Faridah Khan, Alix D'Halleweyn, Niven Elizabeth, Gerry Quarley, Sam Fernandez, Naomi Ojo, Cole Williams, Afria Acheampong-Ivtin, Leah Barrow, Dorcas Adeyemi, Daramola Bolatito Anne, Prayer Orlunwo, Alissa Ciacchella, Kiyora Fernando, Lawrensa Addea, Ben Turnbull, Samantha Bwire, Lauren Milne, Jacob Davidson, Finnian Drewitt, Grace Gallagher, Klumy Lui, Felicity Sharpner, Mia Walford, Anish Khuttan, Tom Broadbent, Ellie Lee, Helen Wibley, Oliver Eriksson, 
Olajesu Abai, Asadullah Anfishi, Sarah Jackson, Lewis Mceneaney, Lily Wood, Josh Nunn, Vytautas Kravcenka, Felix Galle, Mia Carless, Anna Kelly, Eva Moran, Holly Spittles, Donna-Marie Langston, Abbie Inman

	

	
	1.2
	In attendance: Sarah Nawaz
	

	
	1.3
	Apologies for Absence (Union Officers only): 
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	2.0
	
	Opening
	

	
	2.1
	Who’s in the Room
	SP (Chair)

	
	2.2
	Agenda
	SP (Chair)

	
	
	
	

	3.0
	
	Updates
	

	
	3.1
	Elected Officers

Jean Marc Amagoua (President):
· Renter’s Rights bills​
· 121 VC Meeting​
· Accommodation Visits and Audit​
· Senate Paper ​
· Consultation Meeting for ​International Students ​

Bethany Jackson (Vice President Education and Welfare UXB/AYLS):
· Areas of Focus: campus consistency, mental health and wellbeing, academic experience
· Conference attendance 
· Activities: putting events during the day in Uxbridge and Aylesbury

Erin Cook (Vice President Education and Welfare HW):
· Student Safety Update​
· Disability Awareness Month​
· Welcome Week For January Cohort​
· Transgender Policy Focus ​Group- Participants Needed
· Epilepsy Awareness in March

Joe Burrell (Vice President Achievement and Belonging):
· Varsity 2026 - Sunday 8th March & Wednesday 11th March​
· Student Carer focus group - Participants needed!​
· Elected Officers nominations open​
· Varsity showcase

	Officers

	
	3.2
	Trustees

· Trustee board received update on ongoing work within the union and officer campaigns
· Also received update from different departments within the union
· Updated health and safety policy was approved 
· Agreed a timeline for the strategic plan

	EL

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Pizza Break
	

	
	
	
	

	4.0
	
	Guest Speaker/Discussion – Javier Alonso (Accommodation Manager)
	

	
	
	How can accommodation team help?
· Provide you with useful resources - Alternative accommodation PDF & StudentPad.​
· Help with any general enquiries.​
· Contract checking - we can review any contract before you sign it.​
· Landlord issues - we can advise you with any problems you may have with your landlord.​
· Issues with residents - we can advise you with any problems you have with local residents and neighbours.

Where to Look?
· Alternative Sources Document – have a list of private renters in the area
· Studentpad
· Online

What to look for?
· A checklist was shared of what should be look at when considering a rental
· This includes looking at the exterior and interior and checking utilities

When to look?
· You should start looking for private sector accommodation in November, December and January
· Halls applications open in March with the contract beginning in August/September.

Other Updates:
· The university has purchased Alexandra House
· This is being renovated and will be a short stay accommodation available for students and staff
· Rooms will be ensuite and in a hotel style design
· The rates will be affordable 
· Also purchased 20 units in Thame House.
· These are studio rooms which are ready to rent
· The contract for these will be the same as for halls 

	

	
	
	
	

	5.0
	
	Elections Nominations
	LR

	
	
	· Roles on offer: Elected Officers, Student Trustees, Committee Members
· Nominations close: Friday 13 February, 12 noon​
· Voting opens:​ 2nd March 
· Questions? Email surepresentation@bucks.ac.uk

	

	
	
	
	

	6.0
	
	Officer Hot Seat
	

	
	
	What advice would you give to anyone thinking of running in elections?
· BJ: have fun, can seem a daunting process but have fun with it. Ask questions about the role with current officers and staff
· EC: just do it, you would regret not doing. We have had fun working together and it is meaningful work so has a different impact to any other job. Also great for learning skills

When running do you have a set budget?
· For officer role, you can spend up to £100 of your own money. You are given a resource pack to help with campaigning

Does Alexandra house have kitchens?
· EC: Yes, small kitchens in certain rooms, 

What is the one thing you have learnt since becoming an officer? Professionally or personally
· JB: on a personal level, before running couldn’t speak to a large group of people and learnt to step outside of my comfort zone. It gives opportunities you wouldn’t normally do or think of. It has taught me I can do it
· JMA: personally, more about teamwork and trusting the team and people around me. Also taking responsibility as president. Professionally have learnt about writing reports and giving students a voice
· EC: To trust and back myself 

Do you need a ticket for varsity?
· JB: yes, you do and they are on sale now on the website. You get a free meal, entry to the night event, t-shirt, programme and transport to fixtures 
· JMA: It’s a great event and an opportunity to support each other and have fun

Will there be free parking for Alexander house?
· BJ: this is a question for Javi, but during their visits as officers, there was limited parking available but will speak to Javi to find out more. The university does have carpark C (middle carpark off Suffield Road) for student use, based on first come, first served. You will need your ID to get in and you can’t park overnight. Looking at options for other campuses. 

What was the thing you think you did that got you elected over others?
· JMA: speaking to people. Don’t be afraid, ask what they want to change and their experiences
· BJ: speak to everyone and explain what the elections for. Put together a campaign team to help

How many people can you have on campaign team?
· JMA: as many as you want 

	

	
	
	
	

	7.0
	
	Key Dates
	SP (Chair)

	
	
	· Big Bucks Meal Deal​
· Refreshers Week Jan 11-25, The Venue​
· RAG Week: 26th – 30th Jan
· High Wycombe Job Fair, Adams Park, High Wycombe​ – 5th February 
· Careers Fair, Nottingham, Albert Hall, NG1 5AA​ – 6th February 
· International Student support forum, 12:30- 1:30 via Microsoft Teams​ 6th February
· Strive Networking Event (26th February), The Atrium, High Wycombe​
· Officer Election Hustings-Union council – 26th February 

	

	
	
	
	

	8.0
	
	Any Other Business
	SP (Chair)

	
	8.1
	Prize Draw: Winner Alexander Rowley  
	

	
	8.2
	AOB:

· Elected Officer Roles: if you would like to talk more about the work/HR side of the role, please speak to Sarah Jackson (Head of People and Development)
· What Uni review: the university currently does not have enough students who have filled out the review. Purpose of the review was explained and a QR code to the form was shared 

	

	
	
	
	

	9.0
	
	Date and time of subsequent meetings: 
	

	
	
	Thursday 26th February 2026 at 5.00pm, Room S3.02 and Online
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