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Union Council 
	Date: 
	16.10.25

	Time:
	5.00pm

	Location:
	S3.01 and Online


Minutes

	1.0
	1.1
	Present: Will Deeley, Bethany Jackson, Joe Burrell, Jean Marc Amagoua, Lucy Ryan, Erin Cook, Natasha Neal, Jess Hughes, Jess Bradbury, Imogen Sanders, 
Lauren Milne, Nico Sparks, Oana Rusu, Samantha Bwire, James Goodacre, Dan Charlton, Samuel, Bolatito Daramola, Fatma Alddad, Kasim Malcolm, Alisha Gray, Suria Mane, Kristiyan Iranov, Finley Gileson, Sam Fernandez, Thomas Broadbent, Anish Khuttan, Deeqa Wacays, Taeha Otoole-Bateman, Leon Cook, Lakshita , Donna Langston, Ellie Lee, Fitwi Weldeyohannes , Mbaye Kebe, Vytautas Kravenka, Michael Wilcox

	

	
	1.2
	In attendance: Sarah Nawaz
	

	
	1.3
	Apologies for Absence (Union Officers only): 
	

	
	
	
	

	2.0
	
	Updates
	

	
	2.1
	Elected Officers

Jean Marc Amagoua (President):
· Meeting with Emma Reynolds MP – spoke about student safety, free transport for under 22’s
· Black History Month continuing – conference tomorrow with keynote speakers, see What’s On page for details
· WIFI survey – to find out more about the WIFI issues in halls
· Vice Chancellor meeting last week

Joe Burrell (Vice President Achievement and Belonging):
· Diwali event on 21st October in Student Hub and later in the Venue
· Movember: 
· Free Haircuts – 1st December 
· Running/Walking 5K per day
· Gender Based Violence Campaign will be launched. 
· Rainbow Laces Campaign launched – 80 pledges already been signed
· RAG week next week

Erin Cook (Vice President Education and Welfare HW):
· Student Safety Meetings Update – meeting with council and Thames Valley Place about Frogmore area. 
· Campaign Planning – Epilepsy Awareness and Gender Based Violence 
· Welcome Week – spoke to students about the students’ union and how they can get involved
· Mental Health – working with mental health team who have psychoeducational sessions running and a wellness fair on 24th October

Bethany Jackson (Vice President Education and Welfare UXB/AYLS):
· Welcomes, Inductions and Shoutout with the other officers
· Areas of Focus – campus consistency, mental health and wellbeing, academic experience 

	

	
	2.2
	Student Trustees

· Update given by JB
· Last Friday SU staff wore green for World Mental Health day
· A mini-Fresher’s fair was held at Brook Street halls
· Main Fresher’s Fair had a record-breaking attendance and was great to see so many societies and clubs have stalls
· SU team will be doing a fun run for RAG on 25th October, please donate 
· On Monday first trustee meeting of the year was held. Received good update on how the union is progressing and how the new officers have settled in 

	

	
	2.3
	Union Council Chair 25/26

· Nominations close tomorrow
· Visit the website to put in your nomination

	

	
	2.4
	Leadership Academy 

· Applications are open until the 24th October. 
· Reminder that all the current elected officers are academy graduates as well as 3 of this year’s valedictorians. 
· Have regular one to ones working on goals you have set
· Opportunity to do skills sessions tailored to your career path
· If interested come and speak to the team. 

	JH

	
	
	
	

	3.0
	
	What do you want to see this year?
	

	
	
	· QR code shared
· Attendees asked to rate the topics in terms of importance for them
· These topics will then form the basis on what is discussed at union councils for the rest of the year
· The top four were careers and employability, student voice, mental health and wellbeing; and academic experience 
· Attendees were then asked to pick an area and think about and discuss the following the following: 
· What are your concerns, worries or issues in your given area?
· What would help you to address the above challenges? Give us your ideas and solutions
· Feedback and suggestions will be taken back


	

	
	
	
	

	4.0
	
	Elected Officer Hot Seat
	

	
	
	What do you each feel you got out of the leadership academy?
· EC: it was catered towards the acting course she did. Was able to get help with things she wasn’t getting from the course and additional skills such as first aid training. Once elected into this role, it helped prepare for the role and what is coming up
· JMA: helped to improve skills such as confidence time management, was able to review CV and help him stand out in an competitive area. Helped with public speaking
· JB: did a lot of confidence-based courses, especially public speaking
· BJ: transferable skills, did other qualifications that she was interested in 

Why do you think the gender-based violence campaign is so important?
· JB:  RAG charity chosen by students, important to you so is important to us. Important to speak about it and make it less taboo, want to make it so you feel comfortable talking about it, will signpost to help available   

When are the healthcare skills opportunities happening?
· BJ: this is being looked into, in discussion with courses and getting them together, likely will be May. Looking to do a festival of skills in Feb. There are online skills courses as well, including courses offered by NHS England

What are the benefits of being union council chair?
· EC: she was chair last year. If you are not a very good public speaker, it is a good way to practice, also learnt many skills such as putting together the agenda and presentation. As a student not many opportunities to chair a meeting, it also looks good on your CV and counts as volunteering hours

How are you making sure international, mature and commuting students are included in union activities?
· JB: have mixers across campuses and the union tries to hold activities normally held Wycombe at other campuses, also have activities planned when there is teaching. 
· BJ: Working with Rec activities to organise activities in the local area of the campus, also have the international big deal

Is the something more to make circuit laundry to make the system student friendly as its very challenging to operate?
· JMA: had a look at the machines in Hughenden, looked straight forward so would need to know more information to the challenges. There were issues with the code but it is now working. There is an app available that may make it easier but haven’t been told of any issues

I didn’t sign up to anything at Fresher’s fair is it too late?
· JB: no, can still sing up for clubs and societies. go onto the website or come and speak to staff

What is the best choice between external part time work and taking a role in the uni?
· BJ: is down to personal preference. If unsure come and speak to advisors to discuss 
· JMA: if you work within the union, it works for your course and time table, external companies may not be as flexible 

How can we submit a campaign?
· BJ: can come and speak to Rep team in the office or apply online – click on the your voice page

What is this Strive thing that I keep seeing advertised?
· EC: it is an employability festival that runs throughout the year. First event takes tomorrow combining with BHM with keynote speakers talking about their career journey 
· JMA: this year has been spread out throughout the year, with workshops, alumni Q and A panel and a networking event 
	

	
	
	
	

	5.0
	
	Key Dates
	

	
	
	· Monthly Monday Meals/Big Bucks Meal Deal
· STRIVE: ‘No Limits’ Black History Month Conference: Friday 17th Oct, 10am – 4.30pm in the Venue
· Diwali Celebration: Tuesday 21st October, 12.45pm in the Student Hub
· RAG Week: 20th – 24th October
· Uxbridge Fresher’s Fair: Monday 3rd November, 12-3pm in the Park Room

	

	
	
	
	

	6.0
	
	Any Other Business and Prize Draw
	

	
	
	· Societies Chair Lakshita: just been elected, if would like to be a part of any society or need help please come and speak to her. If there is a society missing, don’t be afraid to create one.
· JH: First Strive event tomorrow – BHM Conference 
· JB: have started new events series called ‘Pick and Mix’, which are alcohol free 
· BJ: if interested in being a student rep, nominations close tomorrow midday
· Prize Drawer – need to be in room to be eligible to win a supermarket voucher
· Winner: Ellie Lee

	

	
	
	
	

	7.0
	
	Date and time of subsequent meetings: 
	

	
	
	Thursday 20th November 2025 at 5.00pm, Room S3.01 and Online
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